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3 R, 
Do, at your Requeſt, furniſh you _ 
' 4 Copy of a Sermon which my Bro- 
ther preach d and publiſh d in New- 
England. Your Deſign 1 Re printing it, 
ts, in my Opinion, worthy to be encourag #1 
Ido hope the great Ends of God's Glory, 
the Honour 75 eſus Chriſt, and the Good 
of his Church, will be promoted hereby. 


Es, Jour Servant, 
Nov. 10. 1713. | 1 e = 
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bas placed as thy Head, . and. thou. thy ſelf haſt choſen 


Sin and Satan in the World, and make a Demand o 
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T is 48 Head of your admirable . WY 
O diſtreſſed People of God, now appears. before 
you. Oh! behold it, with ſweet Encouragementa; 
with juſt Aſtoniſhments! The Head . about. 2 8 
we now ſee the comfortable Rainbow, is thy Head, 
thou Church of the Living God; it is he, whom 


bib haſt owned him. | 
hen you ſee what it is that bis Mighty Angel | comes 
down from Heaven to do; that hę comes with a — 
Voice to proclaim the End of the Tine. for the 0 of 


Lower World, for the Kingdom of the Great Re- 
deemer; bow, how, can you forbear a loud Voice of 
W — tions ; Great God, Jend this mighty. Angel down 4 


The EPR? of God. had ſeen the Fate c the = 
2. 88 down as low as the concluſion of the Sars 
228155 ons, and the Turkiſh Hoſtilities; the ve 

unto which we are now certainly "nie 
Thea there e unto him a mighty . Angel , 4 0 
te 
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ſtately and fo ſplendid a Pomp, that many Interpre- 


ters can hardly allow him to be any leſs a Perſon than 
our great Seviow himſelf. He appears to exhibit a 
nem Scene of things Marvellous and very Amazing. 


And if this be the Period for the Appearance of ſuc 

an Angel, I do a very ſeaſonable thing this Day, in ſhow- 

ing him among you. I diſpute not, whether oP: 
Co- 


be our Saviour himſelf, becauſe he deſcends with a 


ry too big and bright for any Creature; or, whether 
he be a created Angel: for, if he be ſo, yet he comes 
in the name of our Saviour; and he comes with a Re- 
preſentation of that Glory, which belongs to none but 


our Saviour. 


The Deſign of the Deſcent made by this Mighty Angel, 
is, to foretel, and bring on, a wonderful Reformation of 
the World. If he appears in a Cloud, this muſt not be 
wondred at. There is a Super- celeſtial Cloud, which 
from the Beginning has been employ'd as a Symbol, 
and a Cover for the Majeſty of our God, in his Ap- 
pearance. Not only the Iſraelites, who were fayour'd 
ſometimes with an actual view of ſomething that be- 
long'd unto that vaſt Cloud; but even the Pagans alſo, 
and their Poets, had ſome Tradition of it. | 
There is an Intimation in it, that there will be un- 
ſearchable Circumftances, anſearchable Diſperiſations in his 
Appearances. And if thou wilt come unto us in clo 
Times, O glorious Lord, Thy Win be done: yea, Even ſo 
come anto ws 5 | : 
The only thing that we now fingle out for confide-, 
ration, is that particular Glory of our Appearing Savi- 


our; A Rainbow was upon bis Head. The, Rainbow is a 


well known Meteor, often beheld, but not with Eyes de- 


vout enough among us, in the Day of Ram. Perhaps 
there is nothing in of the meteorous Kingdom fo very Beau- 


tiful. Such is the Beauty of the Metedr, that while the 


Heathen Mythology made it The Daughter of Wonderment, 
Eicero makes it a matter of Wonderment that it was not 
lifted in the number of their Gods. Let thoſe declaim 
on this Beauty, who can fetch a Text from the Son of 
Sirach, that ſays, Lock on the Rainbow, and Praiſe him that 
made it; very Beautiful it is in the Brightneſs thereof, That 
which it becomes us moft of all to ponder, is, That the 
Sovereign Creator of the World has, in his Wiſdom, 
I ; 2 4 ftamp'd 


099: - 
ftamp'd a Sacramental Character on the Rainbow; he has 
Inſtituted the Rainbow for a Sign, and Seal of his Co- 
venant with the World. All Chriftians are appris'd af 


the Signification which the niath Chapter of Geneſis has. 


left upon the Rainbow, for our perpetual Conſolation ; 
and as our Aſſurance, that the World ſhall no more be 
drowned as it was in the Days of Noab. Wherefore our 
Saviour appearing to us, with a Rainbow about his 


us: 


Our glorious LORD will remember bis Covenant with his. 


People, even in the moſt cloudy Times that are paſſing: 


And this is the DoGrine which 1 am now to infit 


upon; I wiſh you had a more able Barnabas to inſiſt 
upon it. My Dottrine, may it drop 9s the Rain; as the 
ſweet and ſmall Rain from a Cloud, that has a Rainbow 
brightning of it. We may ſee Cloudy Times; yea, we 
may apprehend ſuch a Flood of Calamity, as will car- 
ry all before it: yet now, O People of God, you are 
a People in Covenant with, him; a Reliance on your 
ſacrific'd Saviour, ſecures your Title to his Covenant. O 


now look-up to your dear Saviour! ſee, he appears to 


you in your Cloudy Times, with a Rainbow about his Head. 
He declares unto you, that he will remember bis Cove= 


nant; he has not forgotten to be graciow : you ſhall not 


be overwhelm'd; the evil things, which threaten you, 


gloriouſly deliver'd. 


I. In the firſt place, I will ſhow the Rainbow about 
the Head of 4 Saviour, unto every particular Believer on 


ſhall not be too hard for you: you ſhall, you ſhall be 


that faithful Saviour. My Friend, apply the glorious 
| Rainhow to thy own particular Condition; thy Saviour in- 


vites thee to do ſo. I will venture to lay this down, 
asa Rule of Application; © The Promiſes which belong 
to the whole Church of God, are the Portion 

« every particular Believer, and he is welcome to make 
< uſe of them, as far as ever he can find his own caſe 
adapted in them.” According to this Golden Rule of 
Faith, and of Fellowſhip, I now ſay; Believer, Poſt 


thou 


Head, propoſes to preach this joyful Doctrine unto- 
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thou not ſee Cloudy Times? I know, thou doſt: There 
is no Believer, but what has his Times of Darkneſs , 
no Child of Light, but what ſometimes walks in Darkneſs, - 
and ſees no Light. Tis often, often the Caſe of every 
Believer; Lament. 3. 1, 2. 1 am the Man that hath ſeen 
 Affliftion ; he bath brought me into Darkneſs. He cannot 
underſtand the meaning of the Divine Dealings with 
him; he cannot ſee the Face of God favourably ſhining 
on him; he cannot but fear a ſad Iſſue of the things 
which are breaking of him. His Temptations make it the 
Hour and Power 5 Darkneſs with him. He knows not 
what to do, nor what God intends to do: perhaps it 
comes to that Extremity ; Lord, thou haſt covered thy ſelf 
with. a Cloud, that my Prayer ſhould not paſs through. In ſo 
dark a time, the afflicted Believer is afraid of a Flood 
that will totally over- power him, that he ſhall periſh in 
But now, Comfort ye, Comfort ye my Children, ſaith the 
Lord. Show my Rainbow unto them; tell them, that I 
will be. ever mindful of my Covenant. The Children of 
God may be ſure, that in Remembrance of his Coyenant 
with them, he will ſave them from the Floods which 
threaten Deſtruction to them: only, my Brethren, be 
ſure that you remember one Direction; Pſal. 32. 6. 
For this ſhall every one that is godly, pray unto thee, in a time 
when thou mayſt be found : ſurely in the Floods of great Wa- 
ters, they ſhall not come nigh unto him. [One has thus given 
us the true ſenſe of it: For this ſhall every good Man 
pray, when thou art to be found; and ſhall be ſafe in mighty 
Floods, when other Men are. drown'd.| I will firft of all 
ſhow you what the Comforts are, that may delight and 
ſupport your Souls, and keep you from ſinking in the 
multitude of your Thoughts within you The Comforts to be 
read in this Rainbow on the Head of your lovely Saviour. 
Firſt, Have you a Flood of Adverſity beating on you? 
Perhaps you may ſuffer a vaſt weight of Adverſity, trou- 
bleſome Occurrences, innumerable, irreſiſtible. The 
roaring Billows of Adverſity rolling in upon you, may 
make you cry out, Save me, O God, for the Waters are come 
in unto my Soul, I am come into deep Waters, where the Floods 
overflow me. Hear the Anſwer from the Rainbow Ah, 
thou afliFed and toſs*d with Tempeſt ; be thou comforted ;. 
thy Lord will flep in and aye thee, He will Og 11 
| | | romiſe 


£ 
i Oe ons . 


uch Storms as theſe! They Foy humbly, 


Promiſe of his, Covenant C Iſa. 43. 2. When than 
affeft thro the Waters, 1 will be with t 
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Again; Does à Hood of Corruption riſe in your Souls? 

Perhaps, the Power of Corruption in you may be ſuch, 

that you may think, I ſbal one Day periſh by the Hand of 

ſuch or ſutb 4 Sin I Luft may ſo prevail againſt Grace, 

that you can ſee no hope of Grate ever getting the up- 

per- hand. O Soul; mournimg becauſe of the Oppreſſion of 

an Adverſaty that provobeth thee ſore; mourn on, mourn 

on; and then know, that the Spirit- of God will dry up 

thoſe curſed Waters. * Tho thy Grace be but a Sparb, yet 

mum Waters ſpall not quench it, neither the Floods dromn it. 

Thy Saviour will fulfil unto. thee that Promiſe- of" his 
Covenant; Rom. 6, 14. Sin ſhall not have Dominion over 

Apurrlerwiepe in the 4ſſaults of Hell upon your Souls; does 

the Enemy tome in like a Flood upon you ? It may be; the 

Powers of Darkneſs are pouring in upon you. Your tempted 
Souls are exceedingly born down, diſorder'd with hideoùs 
Injeckions, ia at the Noiſe of the Water-ſpouts's yet, O 
[moleſted Chriſtian, that Saviour hath ſer Sars to the 
Tempter, and ſaid, 'Hitherto ſhalt thou come, hut mo further, 
"nd here ſball thy proud Waves'be laid; That Promiſe of 
His Covenant ſhall be fulfill d untò chee, 1 Cor. 16. 13. God 
=" aidbfut,*who will not ſuffer © you to be tempted above what you 
he bo . to hd Him ory 


re Once more, we read concerning the Floods of the Un- 


+ godly. Some rimes the Servants of God are uneaſy at the 
" Power, the Wander; the Malice-of Men that are diſaffeſted 
- yinto them If they are engeg' d in more notable: Servi- 
eis for God, they may be exposd unto the Rage of 
Vicked and reſtleſs Men; which may make them afraid, 
leſt their Serviceableneſs be utterly extinguiſh'd. There 
may be Times wherein Hell may be evidently: and furi- 
_oully broke looſe upon them. The foaming Waves of 
Heli may daſh; and beat againſt them, and niake a noiſe 
that reaches up to Heaven: Times when the Werkers: of 

Iniquit) do, as it were, make an Inſurrection, and bend 


their Bows to ſhoot their Arrows, even bitter Words, How 


-- accommodated. a Rainbow for ſuch Times! What is the 

way, which, O Lord, thou knoweſt thy Servants uſe to take, in 
vith Repen- 
tance, 


het, they ſhall not of- 
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chee round about, and thou art gone down 0 
f the Mountains; thou ſhalt not have cauſe, to com- 
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tance, with Prayers, and with Tears, to their compaſſiq- 
nate Saviour. All their Opportunities to do Good, they put 
into his gracious Hands. Lo then, then! they ſee the 


 Rainbow:about the Head of their firong Friend in the 


Heavens. concerned for them. He ſends, this, Advice 
unto; them, and the Promiſe is fulfill'd unto, the Sur - 
prize of all wiſe oþſeryers 3 Ia. 41. 10, 11. Fear thou. nod, 
for I am with tbee; Behold all they that were aucenſed again 

thee, hall be aſhamed and confounded. - This, this was the 
antient Experience: The, #loods of ungodiy Men made me 
afraid. In my Diſtreſs I called, upon the Lord, and cried unto 
10 God. He drew me out of many Waters; he deliver'd me 
from them which hated nme): 

„ Finay; The Fate of Mankind, under the Lam of 
Mortality, is thus deſcrib'd unto us; Pſal. go. 5. Thou 


0 — them away as with 4 Flood. Believer, thou alſo 


Death is unavoidable. But thy Head is always above 
Water z thou ſhalt not always lie among the Dead. The 
Quickning Spirit of that Head will fetch out of the Grave, 


all that belong unto him. When the black Waters of 


Death have compaſs'd thee about, and the Depth bas clos'd 
the bot tam 
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1. * Quickly after the ill of of this Sermon, there died a Perſon 
ok ſhining Piety, a Chriſtian | 


uncommon Holineſs, Devotion, Pa- 
| tience, 
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I vil g o on, and how au, "Second Some ſpec Sea. 
ſons, wher See do ae 6. to To's of 
cheſe Comforts. © And there are eſpecially two. ſuch Seas. 
ſons, that I will commend unto you. 1 ie ſenſibly, ſetve 
the Cauſe of Piety, by 2 ans; of thent, 

Firſt, On the ſight of the natura Rainbow, theſe com- 
fortable 7 on the. Covenant of God, and of 
Grace, will be very ſeaſonable. It is a real Fault in 
the People of God, that they can be Spectators of. the 
Rainbow, with no more proper, holy, heavenly Though $, 
produc'd in their Souls; a Very faulty Vnthankfulneſs t 
our Great Saviour, who has plac'd it as his Bow in th 


Clouds, and ſaid unto us, O my dear People, Do you look, upon 


that, as & Memorial of my Covenant ! The Go ſel. of 15 
Rainbow, is truly one of the Deſiderata, among the. Sub- 
jetts. that ou * cultivated 10 the Church of 5 
At preſent, I will only fa the Covenant with our Fa- 
ther Nogh, whereof we. have {os Rainbow | 101 Be big: 4 
nation had ſuch an 'A Ae pon the Meſſſab, that. 
may fairly he led by the + Fo to remem r. the whol 
Covenant of Grace, 1n all 9 great. and. precious Pro- 
nſes of it. Concerning ant which e. 125 
nade wit | our Saviour, Go 1 8 fh 9 ora 
le, we read, Pſal, 89. 37. It abli| 
Fa Witneſs in Heaven, By the faithful Witneſs in 1 7 
den, is meant the Rainbow. Well then; when we Have 
that comely Work of God before our yes, let py gl 7 
tain ſuch Thoughts as theſe: May a glorious 
© be my See and my Syrety; how Happy, 900 5 
1 y am I! Sins will be caft intq the 1 0 4 t 
ea; I hal Wo j be of thicher for ip 


i my Soul | be not tho 1 7 down. Be not-ajr ” 140 172 
in an 


« thy Sorrows 3, thy Lord w t leave thee to. ſip 
1 15 ne Tho ol 25 do ſwallow me — 85 


tience, and Rumilſty, Mrs. 15 4 Whippo'; gloriouſy triumphing 

ver Death. God Ae Rick's e ied Both to'prod — and 
aſſiſt the Triumphs of —— 2 —— fhe garn to 
Heaven for 70 Conſolations; ſaying, O the 8 _ that I 


am now. ta (ce with RAIN 
Por will ve 8 the, * Covthany , 20 1 re Rip Fas wi 7 L 
* Oo f. forked onde to 


bold 156“ ILA Lat be 
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Preſerve the Memory of ſuch a Chriſtian, 


B 2 | « let 


Om MY OG bes AF; Ne nn. 


"+ / 


(iz) 
te let me not fear to go down into the Grave; my Lord 
« will bring me up again! I ſee a faithful Witneſs in Heaven, 
cc that puts me in mind of an Eftabliſk'd Covenant for 
« ſuch Bleſſings of Goodneſs,” st 
"Secondly, When we ſee the Baptiſm of the Lord ad- 
miniftred, theſe Meditations may be very ſeaſonably a- 
waken'd. It is no ſmall Advantage to be minded of 

he Covenant, which our God has made with our JESUS 
or us, and with us, in our JESUS, We are minded 
of this Covenant after an excellent manner, by the Ad- 
miniſtration of Baptiſm in our Congregations, God ſanc- 
tifies the fight of this Adminiftration, as well as the o- 
ther Ordinances in the Aſſemdlies of Zim; and it is a pro- 
fane Folly to make light of a thing which God uſes for 
an Inſtrument of ſo much Good unto the Souls of Men. 
Az in any ſprinkled Water, the Light eaſily cauſes a ſort 
of a Rainbow, ſo in the Baptiſmal Water, we ſee the Rain- 
bow about our Sayiour ; he there and thence calls to the 
'Beholders, o my People, I will be ever mindful of my Cove- 
nant / Let our glad Souls be ſenſible of this. I mention it 
the rather, becauſeT find, 1 Pet. 3.19. Baptiſm is made the 
Antitype of the Hood, unto which the Rainbow has rela- 
tion. The old Man In us, is like the ol World; under a 
Curſe.” ede Saviour waſhing away the 
Guilt. of ditr Sin; and the Spirit of our Saviour takin 
away the Life of our Sin; are both of em compar d 
unto Waters, By theſe Waters, the Old Man is deftroy'd 
in pur Souls, as the Old World was by the Flood. The 
New, Man, like Noah in the Ark, is by theſe Waters rais'd 
1p, And brought nearer to God. In this way tis, that the 
Bleſſings of the Covenant become our Portion. Sirs, when 
you ſee à Perſon baptiz'd in our Congregations, then 
think! O that bleſſed Covenant / according to that 
r only my Sin ſhall be drowned ; but I m elf ſhall be 
4 rig d unto the neareft Communion with Heaven. Yea, 
A Reſurrection from the Dead will be beftow'd upon me! 
But thus I leave every. particular Reliever to his own 
Meditations, on his own ſhare in the Covenant of God. 
II. I am now to tell you, what a Meſſenger [excuſe 
and indulge me if 1 make Repriti of the * ü 
"Aefſenger}] of happy Tidings, the Rainbow about the: He 
be wth 0 174 me 
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- . h al, unto the : 
whole Church of the Living God upon Earth, - an 0 
The Covenant of God, for the Continuance of his Cburcb 
in this World, and its Fruition of Blefſedneſs in à New 
World; this was included in the Covenant made with our 
Patriarch after the Hod. Our holy God never gave 
the Rainbow for a Token, that he would preſerve a 
World, only to be a Rendezvouz of Traitors and Rebels: 
a Field for none but wicked People to graze upon. The. 
preſervation of the World is, that ſo our Saviour may 
E an Elect People here prepared for him, and that a- 
non there may come on a Re Mution, wherein the whole 
Earth ſhall be fill'd with that People, and his Kingdom; 
You ſhould read this glorious thing written on the Rain» 
bow with Capitals! And hence this Covenant of God 
is engroſs'd in thoſe Terms; Iſa. 54. 9, 10. This is as the 
Waters of Noah unto me: for as I have ſworn, that the 
Waters of Noah ſhould no more go over the Earth, ſo — my 
Kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee,” neither ſhall the Covenant 
of my Peace be remov'd, ſaith the Lord, tbat hath Mercy on 
thee. We are fallen into Cloud) Times; and, the Floods 
bave lifted up, O Lord, the Floods have lifted up their Voice, 
the Floods lift up their Waves: But we have a Lord 
with a Rainbow about his Head; and this our Lord is 
mightier than the mighty Waves of the Sea, _ 
O People of God, and you that have Jeruſalem coming 
into your Minds; took up, look up, ſee a Rainbow a- 
bout the Head of your Saviour; and hear that raviſh- - 
ing Voice come out of his Mouth, I will take a ſufficient 
Care of my Church in the World. My Covenant for my Church, 
there ſhall be no breaking, no failing 7 ie 2 
And is not this the meaning of that Exhibition? Reu. 


1 
” 


4. 3. There was a Rainbow round about the Throne. Our 


TESUS is enthroned in the Heavens 3 the Scepter of 
od is in his Hands; but he will ſo manage every thing, 


that his Covenant for the Preſervation of his Church in 


the World, ſhall be moſt punctually accompliſh'd; © 4; 
Firſt, I will Fe ſome Reaſons why the Rainbow 
about the Head of our Saviour, will not prove an empty 
Show 3 but he will fulfil to his Church, the Covenant of 
his Metcy. Tis for ſuch Reaſons as theſe, + | 
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. The Bleſſed God, il a moſt faithful. God, th 
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of Tr uth. Oh! let our God be tue, in ur Pr 12 of 
him, and every, Man a Lyar, that has the leaſt Murmur 
of his being any other. In the midſt of our deepeſt La. 
mentations, e muſt oun that thiag; Lament. 3. 23. Great 
i thy Faithfulneſs. He is the Unchangeahle one, He makes 
a Covenant, and he changes not; therefore the C ppc to 
be preſery'd, according to his Covenant, ſhall not be con- 


* 


ſum d. His Nature, and his Glory, is that, Pſal. 3. 4, 5+ 


he Lord is Gracious and full of Compaſſion; be will ever * 
mindful of his Coen. aud 
Again; Our Saviour with the Rainbow about 42 15 
appears before his Father, as well as unto his People. Th 
Eternal Father is the God of our FESUS, he is in Co- 
venant with him. Our JESUS is the Head of the Cove- 
nant which is made for the People of God; it is made 
with him. Our Saviour preſents himſelf before God, as 
the Mediator of the Covenant. He pleads the Cauſe of 
his Church; he- pleads for its Preſervation. We. ar 
ſure of that; Heb. 9. 24. He is gone into Heaven it ſelf, 
nom to appear in the Preſence of God for us. This Angel 
with the Rainbow, if he who took not on him the Nature of 
Angels, and he who is above all Angels, may be ever 
£cau'd. an Angel; he is the Angel. of the Covenant; and I 
will add, he is the Angel of bis Preſence, In the Preſence 
of the Eternal Father, he makes this Demand; “ 0 
F< my Father, my Father; the Church which 1 have dy;d, for, 
«© it muſt not be leſt; Oh! let it live Eternally e? 
. Laſtly, The People of God, they mind him of his Ca- 


the 8 
% by, it. Yea, when they ſee . thoſe Commemor ati; 


(615) 
Aud, J hope, the View of the Refidis will now more thath = 


ever, A the- like Improvement with them The gio 
rious Hearer of Prayer 8280 b rn .. F 


1 vin proceed, dly, to ſet befbre you ſome Ara 
ticles in the Covehant 1 Mercy to the Church, which ar 
declar'd and confirm'd unto 1 ty by'the Rainbow about” th 
Head of our mefeifül Saviour. ge the" Times never 
Cloudy, and the Fldods never ſo boiſterous,” never ſo mou 
tainous, rhe raren of God has te ee fr 
Rai bw to live u 8 

They are ſuch as theſe. 


8 


1 \ Si, The Churth eidus be Mes l. „ The ee. 


a read that Motto on the Riinbow ; 46: 28, I 
o Falk a full end vf 'thee, Our Savii jour 
N yea, 4 Viſtie burdh In” 'F rid. hot = 
may fly, for ſome Ages, into the Fa Picton yet 
Epe "Here it mall be V7 dle, 30 Fl mall utterly 
Fei it up. 889 es de f Peöple Vifibiy emhbtaei 
he'Truths, and = Fo the ty -Stviou 
Will be always upon Jing Vacs f'the'E we? ad, 
7. 11:4 25. 1. of a Mlmt'Zion bh ca 45. 
venatit fry 


deth or ever. I. will not ſay, This c 
the literal Motint: Zion; for "this Has be wirk dz 
fie is dug doen with'a 'vaR Libv1 1 5 . [eat 

e 52880 of e ebn, 
1 c n tber S Ui th 
ands. Bu Sehen dur bleſſed TESUS, 
Ab Art that aa 28, n, the 1 nt of all the Moun- 
tains, the moſt laſting of all the'Hitf,"eternally Impreg- 
'nable ! No Fot can roll aver the Ty Wo . Hoh Hill 


on. 1 1 2 word in the © which 
Freon 5 1 the Church t Gol” in The det 


Stotmy Ages of it; that word, "Mat. 16. 18. 1 

II 15 1 rch, 594 the Gat of Fell ſhall nur prev 

4 Ir ne to to chin "et our Saviour älludes to 
at oc Noe which on overthrew the Folin- 

d rl F ac e we read, The m 

of he Greas Dit — Ken up 2nd, The Waters prev 

dingly upon the 'Earth ;' they prevails, and the 

ere covered, Yet the. Family of the füſt One perl Nd 

"ot. 'Sits, it will be Jo! tho the Bars the Bottomleſs 

Fit ſhould be nw b, and ſhould pour out 4 Fla of 

""Miſchiefs on the Chürch, * there ſhall not iffür 4 — 
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ah a. Flood « from thenes, as to drown the Family of ou 


wiour. The Flod,ſhall not prevail ſo far, as to 2 
Charch in the World. Our Lond. ie King on the Floods, 
and ſets Bounds to them; they all no of pe} to carry 
Ill before them, Had it not been for 1 ord, the Church 

d. LEED drown'd 3 2 the hs s of Diocleſs 55 "when he ſet 

P. Jus Pillar with this Inſcriptiqnu on them, Chriſtians 
9 uperſt ſtitione Deleta. \-Wretch, the Inſcription on the Kain, 

2 45 the Head of La Saviour, confounded thine;! Had 
it not been for 574 Word, the Church had, been drown' 4. by 
the Hood, e the Dragon Wold þ an "he T5 in 454 

n, Here les 3 405 -- orld. fagh'a, that it ſaw it ſel 
42a ow extel A Had it not been for this, 1% 4 
"the; Chur ro bs drown'l 10 0 N TY the. 
14 at the = end of the teent Century ; 3 when 
N t. One Las Flock of ., Taborites in their 
ek theſe, poor . Speculani ſent four Agents 5 

, Points of the \Compaſs, to find, if it wer 
ble, An e Rep in the World; = they a 

n'& wit rrowful R That there was none 
755 with „W it 1 or this Word, the G Gra a 
rien 4 this | Day would, be Maſter of Europe, and A the 
15 con of iſt be every where little better of it, than 
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ou . Ab 2 Months wore ; 
bi thee down to. the Sides of 4 it, and it ſh 
aid by them 708 con er t they Is this the Man that a 
. the Kingdoms ef 

In ſhort,, the Church of. our Saviour. "wyft. out- ide an 


Church by viying all the Atcempts 

ie in the former Age 8, is -a wonderful 2 80 
Tbred of the Story ſhall never be broken off off! uf 

* have Subjects, his Bible will 1555 f tudents, h 25 
will have Temples, let all the Devi in Bel do what they 

..can.to defeat ſuch Intentions of. 1 — ven, . The Saviour 

w 2 the Rainbow, about hit Flead, will tread on the 


the Old Serpent; all che Plots in, that bruiſed. Heg 


come to thin | 

Perl, Week e.m it Cloudy Ti mes, that aſs. over. the 
Church of Ge 4 05 their Mixtyres of 215 0 
Jahres. in W. There's a dee z the ee 


own Bio Woman * But, O thou on- 
7 5 25 72 2 6 ſpifes thee ! 1 
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Wrath are not ſo thick, not ſo ſpread, but there is a 
Sun-ſhine of Mercy with them. If the Hoodsriſe high; 
yet not ſo high, that all ſhall be cover'd, all overcome. 
It was a thing propos d, Hab. 3. 2. 0 Lord, revive thy © 
Work in the midjt of the Tears, in Wrath remember Mercy. 
His Church is his Work, In the midft of the Seventy Years 
aſſign'd for the Captivity of the Fews, they found a re- 
markable Favour from the Court of Babylon, in what 
was done to one who repreſented them there. This 
reviv'd them in the midſt of the Tears : this was Mercy © 
in the midſt of Wrath. Indeed things may go very 
bad with the Church, yet never ſo bad, but they 
might be worſe. . O the amazing Supplies of Grace, which | 
are ſent in unto the Church, under its greateſt Lan- 
guiſhments! There will be at leaft a little Reviving : 
what Ezra of old call'd, A little Reviving to ſet up the 
Houſe of our God, The Church will find that thing, P/al. 
78. 38. He does not flir up all his Wrath. The Church 
will find the Saviour with his Rainbow, dealing accord- 
ing to that Word; Tam with thee, I will correct thee in 
meaſure : That Word, He ſtays his rough Wind, in the Day 
of the Eaſt Wind, The Calamities of the Church have 
glorious Mitigations. | | 5 
Thirdly, The Church can't be totally drown'd; the 
World u but the Hood of Wickedneſs, which overſpreads 
the whole World, is going off. We have a ſad Account 
of this wretched World, 1 John 5. 19. The whole World 
lies in Wickedneſs. - Alas, the wle World is under that 
Flood, which we find before the Old Flood; and the Cauſe. 
of it; we ought with unutterable Anguiſh, to make the 
Complaint, Behold, the Earth is corrupt before God, and all 
Fleſh has corrupted his way upon the Earth. A Flond of 
wickedneſs, has laid Mankind groaning under the Waters. 
The Exceptions to the Epidemical, the Univerſal Wicked- 
neſs of Mankind, are ſo very few, that we may ftill- 
complain, They are all gone aſide; they are, together become 
thy But, my Brethren, it ſhall not always be ſv. The 
Faviour of Mankind ſhows himſelf unto us with a Rain- 
50 about bis Head. It is to inform us, that the Flosd of 
Wickedneſs, in which the World is at this Day buricd, ſhall 
one Day be roll'd off. Of the Angel coming down from 
Heaven With a Rainbow on his Head, we read, He ſets bis 
right Foot on the Sea, and bis left Fort en the Earth. Our 
VV oi Saviour 
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Saviour will come to take poſſeſhon: both of the Sea, and 
of the Earth. He will poſſeſs himſelf of Mankind, both 
on the Sea, and on the Earth. He will aſſert his Do- 
minion both on the Sea and the Earth. He will chain up 
the Decerver of the Nations. But, howlong, O Lord, t 
and true, how long e er thou ſo come down unto 1 There isa 
Day a coming, in which, according to the antient Pro- 
Phecies, Pſal. 22. 27. All the Ends of the World' ſhall un 
unto tbe Lord. And, Pſal. 86. 9. All Nations whom then 
haſt made, ſhall come. and worſhip before ther, O Lord, and ſhall 
glorify, thy Name. Moft certainly, there will come a Day 
when there ſhall be more godly. People, than there are now 
wicked People in the World. I am certain, God will one; 
Day deftroy. them that corrupt the Earth; we ſhall ſee an 
Earth wherein ſhall dwell Righteouſneſs 3 it, ſhall be filed. 


with righteous. ones. The very firſt time that an Mallalu- 


jah occurs in the ſacred Scriptures, it is on this occa - 


ſion, Pſal. 104. 25. Let the Sinners bg conſum'd out of the 


Earth, and let the Wiched be no more. Hallelujah. There 
will come a time, when that great Hullalujab ſhall be 
heard in the World | 


Fourthly, Our great Saviour, the Ruler of the World, 


aims at the Good of his Church, in all the Changes which 
he brings upon the World. This is a very turnable 
World, very changeable. Others beſides that King of 
Feypt, the great Seſoſt is, whom our Bible calls bg ths 
name of Shiſhak, have ſeen a Wheel turning about. I is a 
moſt elegant and expreſſive Hieroglyphich, which our Pro- 


phet Ezekiel had of it, in his Viſon-of the Wheels. There: 
15-2 Tradition, that Pythagoras invented his from his Ac- 


quaintance with Exchiel's, who was his Contemporary. 


He faw four Wheels, Will you give me leave to au 


that here is a Wheel for each of the fawn great Monarchies. 
The laſt of them is now turning apace. Our immartat 


King is bringing the Wheel over that wicked Empire. Will 
22 Wheel for 


you give me leave alſo to ſay, that here 15 
each of the Four Quarters, of the World Then be 
ſuxe America muſt be concern'd in the turning of the 


laſt Wheel; and verily, we find it ſb to our Wonder- 
ment. Well, but who has the management of all. 


theſe Wheels ? Truly, our Saviour with a Rainlom ar 
bout him. All the Angels in Heaven, who have; their 
uncontroulable Influences on human Affairs, are by bar, 
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are the Miniſters which do bis Pleaſure. We read how the 
| Wheels are manag'd | Exek, 1. 26, 28. On the Tonne: there 
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our ; they execute his Orders; they 


5 


as the appearance of 4 MAN above ion it: That MAN. 
*tis.our JESUS, tis our JESUS I we know tis he!) 
It follows; As the Appearance of the Bom that is in the 
Clud in the Day of Rain; [The RAINBOW ! J was 


the Appearance. of the Brightneſs round about. From our JE- 


SUS on the Throne, we are now ſo advertis d; „Fre- 


et member iny Covenant for you; and in all the Turns which I 


— 


cc bring upon the World, I am fulfilling of it 3 
This is he, whom the Diſciple that Feſus loved, had his 


Allowance to look upon 


But may we alſo at this Day, be allow'd and advanc'd 
unto a View of that glorious One! Yea, O People 
highly fayour'd of the Lord, unto un does the Saviour 
with a Rainbow about his Head, give that glorious Call- 
ce Behold me, behold me, O my People; behold, and believe 
c 1 Remembrance of my Covenant, in all the Cloudy Times 
« that are paſſing over you.” | . 

We are fallen into a Day, whereof we may ſay, 
what we read, Zech. 1. 15. It js a Day of Trouble, and of 
Diftreſs, a Day of Clouds and of thick Darkneſs. Yea, tis 
a Day wherein the People of God have their Fears, 
Leſt the Waters overwhelm us, leſt the proud Waters go over 
our Soul, In the midft, of theſe Clouds our Saviour ap- 
pears to us, with a Rainbow about his Head. 5 

And the firſt thing with which I would animate m 
Brethren, is, That he is our Head, and we may ſafely tru 
him with our 40, On that Paſſage, Eccleſ. 2. 14. 4 wiſe 
Man's Eyes are in his Head; I remember two of the an- 
tient Gregories, both a Greek one and a Latin one, have a 
deyout Gloſs; which is rather an Alluſion than an Ex- 
poſition : our glorious Chriſt is our Head; and ſay. they, 
in him we have our Hes. This 1 may very reaſonably 
ſay, O Church of the Lord, thy Eyes are in thy Head, 
even in that Head which has the Rainbow about it. His 


es, will be on the Zook-out for thy Welfare; he will ſee 


L of all that his Covenant has engag d for 
the. | 1 


What tha there be diſmal Clouds “ the Clouds gather, 
look very diſmally, tis true: But, of thy Saviour, thou 
haft been told, Behold, he cometh with Clouds! , 
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1 will go on to ſay z *tis a dreadful thing unto good 
Men, to ſee ſuch 2 Death upon all that is god in the 


Worid. Every thing lies Dead; Zeal, tis Dead; Love, 


tis Cold and Dead; the Life of Religion is gone. A pub- 
lick Spirit, *tis Dead; the Succeſs. of the Coſpel ſeems 
Dead. Churches, oh! how Cadavtrous are they? What 
Putrefactions in them! O ye Witneſſes of the Lord, yon 
alſo are either Dead, or at lea ſt have not got off you 
Giave Clothes. And yet, ths may the rather be the tin 
for a ſpeedy. Appearance of our Saviour. It was a Pre- 
dition, Mat. 24. 28. Mhereſoever the Carcaſe is, there will 
the Eagles be gather d tagetber. I take it for a Prediction 
of our Lord's coming with his Goſpel, as rhe Lightning, 


to ruin Antichriſt, and reform his Peophe. The Church 


at this time is to be like a dead Carcaſe 3 partly ſo by 
Sufferings; much more fo, by Corruptions. Our Saviour 
will now come as a glorious Eagle; ſo he did, when he 
-broutzhthis dead People from Egypt of old. And, becauſe 
he will uſe his mighty Angels in what he is to do, marvel 
not, that you hear of Eagles, in the Plural Number, 
for it. | ke bs 
And, yet, I judg 


7 
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it not amiſs to acquaint you, that 


there is of late, within theſe few Years, a moſt ſurpri- 


zing Revival of good things in the World. Should I ſpeak 
of but one Country, there are ſome tri Obſervers of the 
Signs of the Times, who have lately publiſh'd'a Collection 
of obſervable things; wherein the Kingdom of God has 
been more ſenſibly opening it ſelf in the heart of Ger- 
man); things of an holy and hopeful. Tendency, to 
bring on a more ample Reign of Piety : the Collection 
contains no fewer than Furſcore and Four Articles, In 


many other Places, there are ſome excellent things a 


doing. Ehe to d Good, begin to be in requeſt? They 
grow more faſhionable and reputable. North- Britain will 
he come a peculiar Seat, and Example of them. Among 
the reſt, there is this to be obſerv'd A. Spirit F A- 
ciatian for noble and pious purpoſes, has pf late begun 
ſtrangely to viſit the World; it begins to do wondrouſly. | 
Some Societies perhaps, arè yet only laying Fundations, 
for purpoſes: of a more exact Regulation hereafter to 
be built ypon. But as, far off as in Switzerland they prog- 
neeſticate upon them; They annunciute a more illuſtrious 
«6 State of the Church of God, that is expefed” jn the 2 
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ee ſon of Jews and Gentiles.” Theſe things are the Rain 


"bows of the Day. ff. Diig Wa - 
In the next place, I will freely confeſs to you, that 
there is not any one thing at this Day à doing, which 

I have my Eye more upon, than the Fue, and I hope, 
the approaching Fall of the Ottoman Empire. There is a 
Coincidence of more. than as many thinge, to perſuade 
us, that the three hundred and ninety odd Tears allotted: for 
the Turks to be the Plagues of the Roman Empire, e xpir'd 
at the late Peace of Caxlowitz. If that Empire ſhould 
once fall, what a Jubilee would arrive. to the poor Greek 
Churches Oh! let us pray more for them! Yea, the 
Jews as well as the Greeks would feel a quickning Energy 
upon it. Now, a mighty ſhake ſeems. to be giving unto 
the Ottoman Empire. There are Millions of oppreſs d 
Chriſtians, who begin to ſee a Rainbow in that thing, if 
God will pleaſe to give the Word. If it ſhould be ſo, 


that the Ottoman Empire be falling, then, then, that great 


Trumpet is going to be blown, which brings on the King- 
doms of this World, to be the Kingdoms of the Lord. 
I have one thing more to ſay. The Grandeur of An- 
tichriſt is plainly on a decline: yea, the Clouds of this 
Day, are big with deſolating Thungerbolts, to be diſ- 
charg'd upon him. The twelve hundred and ſixty Teurs of 


the Papacy, could not commence much later than the 


year Four Hundred and Fifty, or Sixty. All rational 
Computations conſpire $0, proclaim this, A great and nota- 
ble Day of the Lord is at hand; the Day is near, it is near, 
and it haſteth greatly! The Papal Authority now ſuffers a 
marvellous Diminution; it is irrecoverably diminiſh'd. 
Its Bulls roar very inſignificately. Let it fulminate what it 
will, People do hut. "> at it, The Spirit of Perſecution, 
which wherever tis found, is the Spirit of Antichriſt, it is 
wondrous to. ſee. how tis going out of the World; Men 
grow aſham'd of it: they that would fain be at it, yet 
they alſo occaſionally acknowledg, that it is contrary to the 
Spirit of güne Some that have been moſt notorious 

for it, la our, wi 59 ſhift. off. the Charge. I 
. I greatly ſuſpett, that we are fallen into the Period, 

for the Effuſion of the Viale, which brings the laſt Plagues 
on the Papal Empire: It looks as if the firſt of them were 
newly diſpens d, 4 Bile on the Earth; a Peſtilence on the 


Inland Parts of that Empire. I tremble at the Second —. 


But 
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But. they will all be Rainfows of Hoe, for the pure wor- 
ſhippers and Followers of the Holy JESUS. A 


Finny, But muſt VEW-ENG LAND have no part 


in the Rambow, about him that has hitherto been the 

of NEW-ENGLAND, and the Saviow thereof in 
#he time of Trouble 7 Yea, and tho there is no particular 
Church but what may be drowned, yet, I ſuppoſe, tis not 
watil it negle@ the Rainbow, and by overgrown Impiety 
and Impenitency forget the Everlaſting Covenant. I con- 
Fes, we are very Criminal, and all our Crimes have pe- 
euliar Aggravations, Yea, there are ſome very baſe People 
among us, People who do things that Pagans would abhor 
to do; People who bring a Blemiſh on all the Country. 
But yet, firſt, the Body of the People, are a ſober, we 
well. inſtructed People. All Civil Ti rave ler- who do them 


aſtice, give them this Teſtimony. Then, there is alſo 


catter'd all over the Country, a Generation of Serious, 
Prayerful, Watchiful Chriſtians ; many that make no Noiſe, 
gre the humble Favourites of Heaven, the Chariots and 
Horſemen of the Land, and yet by their Modefty almoſt In- 
viſible. The Chatities of theſe Chriftians, eſpecially in 
this Town, they are going up as Memorials before God con- 
tinually. There is likewiſe a Set of young Miniſters, and 
Candidates for the Miniftry, who are full of Goodneſs, 
lovely young Men; Sons of Zion, comparable to fine Gold; 
Nazarites, purer than Snow, brighter than Pearl; their Pol- 
liſhing, that of Sapphire. God grant the Rainbows may 
multiply! O multiply our Tokens for good. « 

I will conclude with ſaying this thing. Methinks, 2 
Savior with 4 Rainbow about Bi Head, Fouid moſt mo- 


vingly invite every Sinner to come in unto him. I have 


read ſomewhere, a ſorrowful Relation of a Man who 
was a drowning, at the very Inftant when he ſaw a 
Rainbow in the Sky before him; whereat he cry'd out, 
Het Iris, quid mihi proderit, ſi Ego peream ? © What Ad- 
„vantage to me the Rainbow which ſecures the World 
* from Drowning, if now I my ſelf be Drowned? ””- This 
T will ſay, O poor Sinner, what Advantage canſt thou 
expect from a Saviour with 4 Rainbow about his Head, if 
thou deſpiſe that Saviour, and provoke him to caſt thee 
off? Wherefore, Oh! hearken to the Voice from the 
Cloud about the Glorious High Throne of our Saviour; 4%, 
1 8 | | _  repenting, 
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repenting Soul, I remember my Covenant of Mercy; I an ready 


to receive thee “ Behold his Bow, there are no Arrows in 


it. But if any of you will go on ſtill in your Treſpaſſes, 
think on that word, Pſal. 7. 11, 12, 13. God is angry with 
the Wicked every Day; if be turn not, be has bent his Bow, 
and made it ready; be ordains his Arrows againſt bim. Ve- 
rg, th Clouds about him, will pour down terrible Thun- 
derbolt s. | 
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